Upper Swan Primary School
Pre-emptive (planned) School Closure During the Bushfire Season

Upper Swan Primary School has been placed on the Department of Education bushfire zone register as
it is located in a designated bushfire risk area.

If a ‘Catastrophic’ fire danger rating has been declared for the City of Swan, a school MAY be required to
invoke a pre-emptive (planned) closure. A ‘Catastrophic’ fire danger rating poses a significant threat to
the school if a fire starts, it is likely to be uncontrollable, unpredictable and fast moving.

Parents will receive a text message to inform them of a possible Pre-emptive closure of the
school.

The final decision to pre-emptively close the school will be confirmed with the principal no later
than 4.30pm on the day before the pre-emptive closure. If the forecast changes after the 4.30pm
deadline, the school remains closed to limit confusion within the school community.

Parents will receive a text message to either confirm or reverse a Pre-emptive closure of the
school.

Typically, schools will only be required to close for a day at a time. However, this will depend on
changing weather conditions. Parents will receive a text message to advise if the school will reopen the
day after the pre-emptive closure, or whether it will remain closed.

Parents are encouraged to monitor official bushfire information sources for current information about fire
danger ratings:

1) Emergency WA website

2) Department of Fire and Emergency Services
Information line — 13 33 37
Twitter - https://twitter.com/dfes _wa

3) Local radio
o ABC Emergency WA
o ABC local radio
o 6PR

Please contact the school on <school phone number> with any concerns relating to Pre-emptive
closures during the bushfire season.

Pamela Hahnel
Principal
3 November 2023


https://www.emergency.wa.gov.au/
https://twitter.com/dfes_wa
https://www.abc.net.au/news/emergency/state/wa/

Appendix A - Bushfire warnings stages

Issued by the Department of Fire and Emergency Services and Department of Biodiversity, Conservation
and Attractions - Parks and Wildlife Service.

Emergency services communicate information in a number ways during a bushfire event. Use these
warnings to understand when your need to activate your bushfire procedures (refer to Appendix B).

Bushfire warning stages
A fire has started, but there is no known danger.

This is general information to keep principals informed and
ADVICE up to date with developments.

Principals must:
e turn off evaporative air conditioners and ensure roof
vents are closed.
e check and patrol the school regularly for bushfire
activity, paying particular attention to the evaporative
air conditioners.

There is a possible threat to lives and property.
Conditions are changing.

Principals must prepare to:
e evacuate; or
e move students, staff and visitors to their
pre-determined onsite ‘safer building location’.

WATCH AND ACT They must not be moved to an open area.

Evacuation orders are:
e issued by the Incident Controller or Emergency
Services if required.
¢ relayed via official sources such as Emergency WA.

It is vital that the principal:
e accesses bushfire information from official sources
¢ makes an informed decision to stay onsite or evacuate
offsite based on advice from the Incident Controller or
Emergency Services.

A school is in danger as its area will be impacted by
fire. Take immediate action to survive.

The principal will be advised whether staff, students and
visitors can leave the area or if they must shelter where
they are as the fire burns through the area.
EMERGENCY _ .
A siren, called the State Emergency Warning Signal
(SEWS), may accompany an emergency warning.

Evacuation orders are:

e directed by the Incident Controller or Emergency
Services.

¢ relayed via official sources, such as Emergency WA.

It is vital that the principal:
e accesses bushfire information from official sources



https://www.emergency.wa.gov.au/
https://www.rfs.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/mp3_file/0005/8672/Standard-Emergency-Warning-Signal.mp3
https://www.emergency.wa.gov.au/

¢ makes an informed decision to stay onsite or evacuate
offsite based on the advice.

The danger has passed, and the fire is under control,
but stay alert in case the situation changes.

All CLEAR

It may not be safe to return to school yet.

Further information on the bushfire warning system is available in the DFES video, Understand bushfire
alerts and warnings.



https://youtu.be/k7ku2HrzYBA
https://youtu.be/k7ku2HrzYBA

