Upper Swan Primary School
An Independent Public
“Children are the Future

Newsletter
Term 1 Week 3

21 February 2020

Our Purpose

We will create a caring learning environment that provides students with the
opportunity to develop the academic and social skills they need to achieve their
individual potential.
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FROM THE PRINCIPAL
Dear Parents and Caregivers
It is very pleasing to walk into classrooms and see children settling into
classroom routines and being able to talk about their learning and goals.
Thank you for the role you play as parents in getting your children into
classrooms on time and supporting them to be increasingly independent.

Upcoming Events
P&C AGM
Tue 25 Feb—7pm
All Welcome
Crunch N Sip
Parent Information
Thurs 27 Feb
3.15pm—4.45pm
Assembly
Fri 28 Feb
Room 10
Swimming Lessons
Room 2 and all
Years 3—6
Payment Due
Tues 3 March

Punctuality
It is so very important for children to arrive at school on time, enter the
classroom, greet their teacher and class mates and begin to prepare for the
day’s learning. The time between 8.30am and 8.45am allows for children to
be settled and commence the formal learning program as soon the
school day begins at 8.45am. Once the learning has commenced we
ask you to avoid interrupting the class for minor messages and late
deliveries (such as food or money) to students. Thank you.
ABC Pod Cast – Parental as Anything with Maggie Dent
Recently I listened to a great little podcast which presented a good
discussion about anxiety in children and adolescents with common sense,
easily accessible strategies and tips.
https://www.abc.net.au/radio/programs/parental-asanything-with-maggie-dent/do-you-have-an-anxiouschild/11918514

Last Day Term 1
Thurs 9 April
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Tutoring During School Hours
If you choose for your child to attend private tutoring, please organise this outside school hours. The
school does not support the practice of children attending tutoring during the school day.

Students arriving after school has started or part way through the day will have missed important
instruction time.

The above potentially fragments concept development and consolidation – which is built on, day
by day through the learning program

Students who arrive late are often anxious because they do not know what has been ‘going on’
in their classroom.

The practice also potentially interrupts other student’s learning when the teacher’s attention may
be taken to re-explain and teach for the student who arrives late.

There is significant risk that there is disconnect with external tutoring and the school program.
School Board Position available for Parent Representative
We are very keen to fill the remaining Parent Representative position on the School Board.
The position is for one year. Please do not hesitate to contact me on 9296 4622 or by email
Pamela.Hahnel@education.wa.edu.au. The School Board is formed with the fundamental purpose of
enabling parents, staff and members of the community to engage in activities that are in the best
interests of students and will enhance the education provided by the school.
The School Board currently meets the 3rd Tuesday of each term at 3.30pm.
The Terms of Reference and Code of Conduct are available on the school’s website.
Click here to view the Public Schools and Boards Information Package.
Additional information is available at https://www.education.wa.edu.au/school-councils-boards.
Peer Mediators
On Thursday Ms Sharon Kongras held a training day for our band of Year 6
Peer Mediators. While I was only in the session briefly, I was very impressed by
the quality of the program provided by Ms Kongras and the engagement and
enthusiasm from students. Our Peer Mediators play an important role in
promoting and supporting positive interactions and play.

Whirly Birds / Extract Fans
Our latest addition to the school is four Whirly Birds in the roof of the undercover area to extract hot
air – and it seems to make quite a difference.

Good Standing Policy link
Please find a link to our Good Standing Policy here. Please take a moment to re-familiarize yourself
with this important document. Thank you.
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Scholastic Book Club Coordinator
We are seeking the support of a Book Club Coordinator for 2020.
Mrs Berne has done an outstanding job throughout 2019 but it is time to hand over the baton. If you
would like to consider volunteering to be the Book Club coordinator please contact the front office by
phone 9296 4622 or email upperswan.ps@education.wa.edu.
Before and After School Parental Supervision
Before School

Students are encouraged to arrive at school between 8.15am – 8.30am.

Classrooms open at 8.30am.

Students who are not accompanied by parents must go to the under covered area where they
are supervised by a staff member until 8.30am.

Students who remain with their parents outside classroom must sit with their parents until the
classroom is opened.

Play equipment is not for use before school.
During the school day many of our Year 1 to 3 students are enjoying the Junior Nature Play area.
Unfortunately, on a few occasions the area has been treated disrespectfully after school. On other
occasions older children have played with items in the Early Childhood Area – only intended for small
children, resulting in equipment being damaged.
Unsupervised children impact on staff working and meeting in classrooms after the final siren at
2.50pm.
We ask for assistance in observing the following:





No playing on equipment before school.
Close supervision of your children if you choose to stay and play.
The Junior Nature Play Area is an out of bounds area after school.
Please leave the school grounds by 3.30pm.

We hope by working together we will prevent further damage and disruption to our beautiful
school. Keeping the school’s resources and environment in good order for learning and play
– for all children - during school hours is a win-win for all of us.
Thank you.

Volunteers Support Reading Intervention
We sincerely thank the band of volunteers who have responded to our call for
support. Thank you to Mrs Claire Slater for coordinating the training for volunteers
and the reading intervention program. If you have a few hours and are interested
in being involved in the program (or would like more information) please contact
Mrs Claire Slater – Associate Principal – Claire.caiafa@education.wa.edu.au

Hats

Please ensure your child has a sun safe hat in their bag each
school day. This is not only important for recess and lunch time it
is important for children to have a hat during Daily Fitness and
Physical Education classes. Hats can be ordered on-line. Please
see the school website for the link.
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‘Chinese Cultural Day’ 11` March
Recently you will have received a note about the Chinese Cultural
Day – celebrating diversity and supporting Mandarin language studies.
There are a range of learning activities and a special Lion Dance performance. Thank you to our Specialist Teachers – particularly Mrs Cepo and
Mrs Li for their organisation and enthusiasm for the event.
Newsletters in Weeks 3, 6 and 9
This term, newsletters will be sent to families in Term Weeks 3, 6, and 9 (in addition to the newsletter
just prior to the commencement of the term).
Thank you for your ongoing support and enthusiasm for this great school.
Ms Pam Hahnel
Principal

A Message from Mr Green
Dear Upper Swan Primary School Community
At the moment I am in good health. Although my recovery from treatment has been slow, my
strength and general well-being is steadily improving. If things keep tracking well I will be back at
work at the beginning of Term 2.
I am grateful for the many messages of support I have received from parents, students and staff.
Knowing that I have so many people supporting me helps boost my mental health and
well-being.
I wish all students, families and staff the very best for the start of the school year.

Stephen Green

MERIT AWARDS

Year 1

Year 2

Year 5

Year 6

Bayley

Ava

Adyn

Cooper

Gibson

Beau

Mitchell

Miu

Santiago

Logan

Summer

Chloe

Callum

Riley
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SCHOOL NEWS
NAPLAN
It is particularly important that all students are familiar with the variety of item types used in NAPLAN
Online.
The ACARA NAPLAN Online public demonstration site
(https://www.nap.edu.au/online-assessment/public-demonstration-site)
is available for this purpose and allows staff, students and parents/carers to view and interact with
test items.
NAPLAN Online 2020 will take place from 12—22 of May.
Attendance

How to contact the school regarding absences:

Absentee form on school website upperswanps.wa.edu.au

SMS 0437 057 976 (text only)

Write a note

Email upperswan.ps@education.wa.edu.au

Phone 9296 4622

Speak to the teacher
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