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Our Purpose

We will create a caring learning environment that provides students with the
opportunity to develop the academic and social skills they need to achieve their
individual potential.

Inside this Issue



FROM THE PRINCIPAL

Dear Parents and Caregivers
From the Principal We have a very busy and exciting two weeks ahead of us with events of
celebration and thanks. The term planner and information from classroom
Community News and specialist teachers will help you keep up to date with what is happening
for your children.

Upcoming Events
Graduation Dinner
Tue 10 Dec
P&C Subway Lunch
Fri 13 Dec
Dance Concert
Mon 16 Dec
Year 1 – 5 Awards
Assembly
Wed 18 Dec
Reward Day
Thur 19 Dec

Students Last Day
Term 4—Thur 19 Dec
Student Return 2020
Term 1— Mon 3 Feb

Dance Concert
Rehearsals are in their final stage, costumes are nearly complete, ticket
sales have been steady and all is set for the Dance Concert on Monday 16
December. The first session (K-2) starts at 12 noon. The audience will be
admitted to the theatre at approximately 11.40am. Interval will be at
12.45pm with the second session (Yrs 3 – 6) commencing at 1pm.

The following information is provided for your information.
Concert Day – Clothing and Costumes

It is appropriate for students to arrive at school dressed ready for the
concert – or at least with the basic required clothing. Students will be in
their costume when they board the bus from school.

Some costumes need school-owned items added for example, school
owned braces. This will be done under the supervision of the
classroom teacher.

Students may bring their uniform to change into after the concert OR
stay in their costume ‘basics’ if it is practical and comfortable.
Dance Concert Day - Transport

All students attend school in the morning and travel to the venue on the
bus with their class.

Students then return to school on the bus.

You may collect your child/ren from school either at the normal finish
time of 2:50pm or earlier if that is what you want to do.

We strongly encourage children do travel back to school on the bus,
after the concert. This is to support staff with the very important
supervisory role and in them knowing exactly where children are and
who they are with.

Students are not to leave their class group while they are at the Dance
Concert.

Returning to school will also ensure school costume items are returned
and packed away appropriately.
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If it is unavoidable, and you must collect your child directly from the concert it is very important
you speak directly to your child’s classroom teacher. You will be required to sign your child
‘out’ from the supervision.

Please be mindful the staff’s primary and most important role is student safety. It is
important that at all times we know exactly where children are and who they are with.
Dance Concert Day - Audience Request
This year the concert is in two halves as you have seen from the booking options. We ask that
audience members do not leave during the concert. Children are not allowed to be collected early and
they are not allowed in to the audience area to watch the rest of the concert. Children will have
watched rehearsals.
Dance Concert Day - Photography
Photography is allowed. If taking photos, please remain seated. Photos can only be used on social
media if your child is the only person in the photo. Please do not upload group and class photos that
have children other than your own in them. This is a very important privacy and child protection issue.
Thank you for your cooperation.


Car Park and Kiss and Drop Update
A pre-start meeting was held for the Kiss and Drop and car park on Monday 2 December. Preparation
work will commence on Friday 20 December – the day after students leave. This will include the
removal of some trees – as identified in the planning shared earlier this year.
Current indications are there will be a period of two weeks at the beginning of Term 1 where the
parent carpark and Kiss and Drop cannot be used. Information will be prepared and circulated
regarding arrangements for school drop off and pick up as well as suitable areas to park during this
time.
Class Lists
Class lists will be displayed in the final week of school. When the lists are displayed please do not
photograph them. Some families have not given permission from their children’s names to be digitally
transmitted. Thank you for respecting this.
Congratulations Olivia and Mikayla!
It seems we have a great number of talented students at Upper Swan. Recently Olivia and Makayla
competed in the Australian All Star Cheerleading Federation competition in Melbourne. Their team,
which was only formed this year, finished second out of twelve teams. There was a huge number of
competitors from 3 countries (some 12 000 altogether I believe!).
Congratulations to both girls this is a wonderful result!
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Christmas Appeal
Thank you to all the families who contributed to the St Vincent de Paul Society Christmas appeal.
The Student Council did a super job of organising and supporting the appeal. Dr Russell Waugh
(pictured below with some of our senior students) was delighted to collect the food and gifts. Thank
you.
You may be interested to know Dr Waugh and his wife, were awarded the Order of Australia this year
– partly for their voluntary service to schools and the community.

I hope you enjoy the next two weeks of celebration of an amazing year at Upper Swan. There will be
a final newsletter for 2019 outlining information regarding 2020 including the Car Park and Kiss and
Drop arrangements.
Finally, a message from Stephen Green.

Dear Parents and Family Members
After considerable thought, I have taken the advice of my medical team and won't be returning to
work in term 1. Unfortunately, I am still not physically able to cope with the demands of work. In my
heart I know I am not ready, but I also know that I am not done with yet and still live with the hope of
returning to work.
I take this opportunity to thank the many families and students who have sent me messages of
support. They always lift me up. It is no exaggeration to say the times I have popped in to school this
year and seen your children has been heart-warming. I am so lucky to be associated with a school
that has so many genuinely caring children.
Enjoy the festive season and making memories with your family.
Best wishes
Stephen
Ms Pam Hahnel
Principal
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COMMUNITY NEWS

If you would like to advertise in the school newsletter for a small fee, please email upperswan.ps@educaiton.wa.edu.au

Healthy Lunch Box Choices Click here to view
the video.
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