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Our Purpose  

We will create a caring learning environment that provides 

students with the opportunity to develop the academic and social 

skills they need to achieve their individual potential. 

 
School Website: www.upperswanps.wa.edu.au 

 
Editorial If you wish to contact the Principal - Stephen.Green@education.wa.edu.au 

 
Parent / Teacher Meetings – Wednesday, April 5 
Thank you to the many families who have come through the door or telephoned to make an 
appointment to meet with our teachers. It is highly beneficial for you to get up to date 
information about achievement, attitude, behaviour and effort.  Face to face meetings are the 
best way for this to happen. 
 
Appointments can be made through office reception up to this Friday morning, 31 March. From 
Friday afternoon you need to go direct to your child’s teacher to set a time.  
 
You will be receiving a ‘hard copy’ note about the early closing time of 11:45am. We need to 
know if you are picking your child up at 11:45am, or if they are staying at school until 2:50pm. 
The note has to be returned to your child’s teacher.  

 
 
Harmony Day  
Thank you to all families for supporting our Harmony Day Picnic and Dress 
Up Day. It was a pleasure to wander around the school seeing so many of 
your children getting in to the spirit of the day. Although the weather forced 
a slight change of plans, I was most impressed with how well everyone 
coped. I appreciate the effort you all went to. Special thanks to Mrs Condo 
and Mrs Slater for inspiring us to participate in this worthwhile event.  
 
Whadjuk (Noongar) Teaching Block Names 
You may recall last year we ran a competition to select Whadjuk names for 
our school buildings then ran a competition for children to design the signs. 
This week the signs will be put up. 
 

Junior Block (Rooms 1 to 7)  yakkan – fresh water tortoise  
Senior Block (Rooms 8 to 12)   kwilana = bottle nose dolphin  
ECE Block (Room 13 to 15)  djiti djiti = willy wagtail  
Room 16 (Pre P)   nyarnyee = joey 
Room 17 (Kindy)   kaakaa = kookaburra 
Administration    karrak = red tail black cockatoo 
Library:  mopoke = owl   Music: dwert = dingo 
Staffroom:  marlee = black swan  Art room: koolbardi = magpie 

 

http://www.upperswanps.wa.edu.au/
mailto:Stephen.Green@education.wa.edu.au


Another competition is being run for Rooms 18 and 19, they are to 
share one name. The children have chosen “nhumbat = numbat” as 
their name. The entry needs to be A4 size in landscape. The design 
needs to cover the whole page, include a numbat plus the name with 
the Aboriginal spelling (nhumbat). 
 
 

 
 
Year 5 and 6 Summer Team Sports Carnival  
I was pleased to hear so many reports of the outstanding attitude, 
behaviour and effort shown by our students at the carnival. On 
these days the results are not the main consideration, it is all 
about competing in the right spirit and having fun. To all the 
children who helped pack up, you did a simple yet much 
appreciated service for our school.   
 
 
 

 
New Classrooms 
At long last, Miss McGarry’s Year 3 class and Mr Johnson and Miss Martin’s Year 4’s have 
moved in to their brand new transportable classrooms. We are very lucky the rooms are new 
and were not moved from another school. The computer network has now been connected and 
we will soon be setting up some new hard wired workstations. Wifi has been set up as well, so 
our iPads and laptops can be used at optimum speed. 
 
Assembly, Friday 7 April – Year 3, Room 1  
On the last day of term, Friday 7 April, Mrs Spencer and Ms Poulter’s Year 3 Room 1 class will 
host our assembly.  
 
Term 2 Dates 
With ANZAC Day falling at the very beginning of term 2, your children are in for a slightly 
extended holiday. Monday 24 April is a pupil free day, although our school is open for business 
and all staff will be at work on this day. Tuesday 25 April is Anzac Day public holiday then we’re 
all back to business on Wednesday 26  April. Please remember Wednesday 26 April is the 
first day back at school for your children.  
 
ANZAC Assembly, Term 2, Friday 28 April  
Mrs Stotter and Miss Black’s Year 1 room 5 class will be hosting our ANZAC Assembly on 
Friday 28 April. Like our other assemblies, it will be held first thing in the morning. All parents, 
family members and friends are invited to attend.   
 
Little Athletics Stars 
Recently several Upper Swan students made it through to the Little 
Athletics State Championships. Jeandré Keet (pictured) won silver 
medals in the 70m, 100m and 200m sprints. Jack Roney competed in 
several “jumps and throws”; winning a gold medal in the discus. 
Nicholas Lyon recorded personal bests in his running events and 
Milan Velthuysen won gold medals in four events.  
 
Governor Stirling Senior High School – Special Programs 2018 
Attached with this newsletter is information from Governor Stirling 
SHS about their specialist programs that begin in Year 7. If you are 
thinking of enrolling your child at GSSHS, take a few minutes to read the flyer. In recent years 
several of our talented students have gained entry to specialist academic, sport, music and arts 
programs.  



Eight Reasons Why You Should Read to Your Kids 
What’s the most important 
Trait you would like to 
develop in your child? 
Perhaps a love of learning 
would be near the top of 
your list. As a parent you 
have the power to boost 
your child’s potential to 

learn by making books an important part of their lives.   
 
We all know reading to our kids is a good thing—but are you familiar with the specific 
advantages your toddler or preschool-age child can receive by being exposed to the merits of 
reading? Below are some benefits that highlight the importance of reading to your child between 
the ages of two and five.  
 
1. A stronger relationship with you. 

As your child grows older, he or she will be on the move—playing, running, and constantly 
exploring the environment. Snuggling up with a book lets the two of you slow down and 
recaptures that sweet, cuddly time you enjoyed when he/she was a baby.  
 

2. Academic excellence.  
One of the main benefits of reading to toddlers and pre-schoolers is a higher aptitude for 
learning in general. Many studies have shown that students who are exposed to reading 
before preschool are more likely to do well in all facets of formal education.  
 

3. Basic speech skills.  
In the early years of life your child is learning critical language skills. By listening to you 
read One Fish Two Fish Red Fish Blue Fish, your child is reinforcing the basic sounds that 
form language. “Pretend reading”—when a toddler pages through a book with squeals and 
jabbers of delight—is a very important pre-literacy activity. As a pre-schooler, your child will 
likely begin sounding out words on his own. 
 

4.  The basics of how to read a book.  
Children aren’t born with the knowledge that text is read from left to right, or that the words 
on a page are separate from the images. Essential pre-reading skills like these are among 
the major benefits of early reading. 
 

5. Better communication skills.  
When you spend time reading to toddlers, they’ll be much more likely to express themselves 
and relate to others in a healthy way. By witnessing the interactions between the characters 
in the books you read, as well as the contact with you during story time, your child is gaining 
valuable communication. 
 

6. Mastery of language. Early reading for toddlers has been linked to a better grasp of the 
fundamentals of language as they approach school. 

 
7. Enhanced concentration and discipline.  

Toddlers may initially squirm and become distracted during story time, but eventually they’ll 
learn to stay put for the duration of the book. Along with reading comprehension comes a 
stronger self-discipline, longer attention span, and better memory retention, all of which will 
serve your child well when she enters. 
 

8. The knowledge that reading is fun!  
Early reading for toddlers helps them view books as an indulgence, not a chore. Kids who 
are exposed to reading are much more likely to choose books over video games, television, 
and other forms of entertainment as they grow. 

 

https://www.earlymoments.com/dr-seuss/List-of-Dr-Seuss-books1/One-Fish-Two-Fish-Red-Fish-Blue-Fish/


Free coffee and cake on Thursday March 

30th in the art room at 9.00am! 
 
Now that I have your attention please read on to see how you could volunteer to help 
brighten a child’s day by joining the Learning Assistance Programme. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
LAP – The Learning Assistance Programme 
 
Upper Swan has an exciting, innovative programme called the Learning 
Assistance programme (LAP). I have a small but dedicated team of amazing 
volunteers who give up their precious time to come in each week to help 
brighten a child’s day. A huge thankyou to Barbara Bates, Gabby Black, 
Chantal Black, Courtney Myers, Jude Holmes, Marie McCooke, Misty-
Bree Geddis and Linda Whittle for being great mentors. 
 
What is LAP? 
 
LAP is a student centred, parent based enrichment programme. It is a 
programme that promotes self-esteem and resilience which in turn enhances learning. It is not 
a remedial programme. If you wish to find out more, come along to the art room on Thursday at 
9.00am for a quick information session. 
 
Hope to see you there. 
 
Louise Cepo  
Lap Coordinator 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Uniform Shop 
Tuesday afternoons  2.30pm – 3.00pm 
Thursday mornings  8.30am – 9.30am 
Enquiries: Jenelle 0411 183 099 

 

SCHOOL BANKING 

Every Wednesday 8.15am – 8.45am in Library 
Regards Helen Ainsworth -   School Banking 

Coordinator 

 

Situations Vacant 
 Are you interested in children? 

 Do you have about 50 minutes a week to spare? 

 Are you looking for an opportunity to meet new people? 

 Do you have interests, skills and knowledge to share and are keen to develop 

new ones? If so please read on. 

 Pay – A great deal of satisfaction and an opportunity to learn something new. 

 

 

 

 



 
VOLUNTARY CONTRIBUTIONS 

Voluntary Contributions for 2017 are $60.00 per child, per year. We do encourage payment of 
the Voluntary Contributions for your child/ren at the beginning of each school year, directly to 
the school office. Payments can be made via EFTPOS, cash or direct deposit into the school 
bank account. Reminder Statements of outstanding amounts will be issued at the beginning of 
each Term to parents. If you would like to make arrangements to pay instalments on either 
Contributions or Charges please contact Wendy Dailey on 9296 4622. 
 
Thank you to the families that have made payment to date. Your continued support enables us 
to provide the extra resources we need to enrich your child’s/ren’s learning. The money we 
collect is a vital part of our school budget. 
 
There is an expectation that all students pay for incursions/excursions, or make arrangements 
for a payment plan with classroom teachers or directly with the office. Charges for each optional 
activity should be paid into collection envelopes and placed into the collection tin outside 
reception. Permission slips should returned to the class teacher for their records. 
 

EFTPOS FACILITIES 
For your convenience we have an EFTPOS machine in the front office for processing your 
payments.   
 

PAYMENTS FOR INCURSIONS/EXCURSIONS 
Please complete all the sections on the yellow payment envelope, especially writing the full 
name of your child, to ensure that your payment is allocated to the correct child and event. 
Your co-operation is greatly appreciated. 
If paying for more than one child, they can all be put in the same envelope. 
Slips go to the teacher; money in envelopes goes in the black box outside admin. 

 
 

PREPAYMENT OF 2017 CHARGES 
Last year the School Council approved a prepayment of charges only option for those parents 
that would like to make a lump sum payment at the beginning of the school year; i.e. excursion, 
incursion, swimming etc charges that are applied throughout the year. This would alleviate 
counting and handling of cash and will make it easier for families that operate under a cashless 
budget.  Voluntary contributions will remain as in previous years, where there is an expectation 
parents will be able to pay at the beginning of the school year or on statements issued at the 
beginning of each term. 
 
As a trial for 2017 the amount has been set at $100.00 and can be paid either by Direct Debit, 
EFTPOS or cash at the beginning of the 2017 school year.  This amount is set and not 
optional, if you wanted to pre pay charges for the year it would be $100.00.  This amount will be 
reviewed at the end of next year and will enable the school to ascertain whether it will need to 
be increased. 
 
If you would like to pay the amount as a Direct Deposit into the School Bank Account please 
see below for details: 
 
Account Name: Upper Swan Primary School 
BSB:   306041 
Account Number: 4194582 
Reference:  Student Surname and first initial 

 
If you have any other queries regarding Voluntary Contributions and Charges please do 

not hesitate to come and see me in Admin.  Thanks Wendy 



 
 

Paid Advertisements – if you wish to advertise in newsletter, the cost is $5.50 per week. 

 



 
Australian made and 

owned - 

purepapayacare.com.au 

 
Australian Organic 
fermented Papaya + 
Calendula in a base of 
Shea butter, jojoba oil and 
vitamin E work together to 
soothe, restore and 
protect your skin. 
 
Apply to: dry, chapped lips 
– babies bottoms – dry, 
irritated skin – heels and 
cuticles – post laser or 
tattoo care. 
 
Certified natural and free 
from petrochemicals, palm 
oil, lanolin, hydrogenated 
castor oil and 
preservatives. 
 
 
 

For more information contact Samantha Cox – 0412 055 453 or email 
scox@pinnaclepharma.com.au 

 


